
Local Resources & Family Activities

Community Resources

Food & Nutrition
WI Food Share
Deforest/Windsor Food Pantry

Child Care Tuition Assistance
WI Shares Child Care Subsidy
City of Madison Resident Tuition Assistance

Developmental Support & Special Education Services
Wi Birth to 3- Developmental Support Ages 0-3yrs
DeForest School District- Early Childhood Developmental Support (3-4yrs)
Sun Prairie School District- Early Childhood Developmental Support (3-4yrs)
Waunakee School District- Early Childhood Developmental Support (3-4yrs)

Public Libraries
Books, Play Spaces, Activity Kits, Events for children and families, & More!
Deforest Public Library
Waunakee Public Library
Sun Prairie Public Library

Free Books
FREE monthly books for young Children(Ages 0-5yrs)
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library & Madison Reading Project
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/index.htm
https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/foodpantry
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/wishares
https://www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/community-development/children-youth/child-care-tuition-assistance
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/index.htm
https://www.deforest.k12.wi.us/families/early-childhood.cfm
https://www.sunprairieschools.org/departments/student-services-special-education/early-childhood-special-education
https://www.deforest.k12.wi.us/families/early-childhood.cfm
https://www.deforestlibrary.org/
https://www.waunakeepubliclibrary.org/
https://www.sunprairiepubliclibrary.org/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/WIDANECOUNTY/?chkAvalAddressData=eyJjYWxsYmFjayI6dHJ1ZSwiYWRkcmVzcyI6eyJjb3VudHJ5IjoiVVMiLCJ6aXAiOiI1MzU5MCIsInN0YXRlIjoiV0kiLCJjaXR5IjoiU3VuIFByYWlyaWUiLCJjb3VudHkiOiJEYW5lIiwic3RyZWV0IjoiIn19


Family Activities & Events

Year Round Programs:
DeForest Park and Rec Events- Paid Classes and activities for children and
families
Naturing in Madison- Paid Nature focused classes (all year!) for families

Fall
Events:
Deforest Riverfest (Early Sept)
Downtown Family Halloween- Trick or Treat on State Street and Capitol Square-
Wednesday before Halloween each year 3-6pm
Henry Vilas Zoo: Annual Halloween Activities and Events

Play Farms:
Schuesters(Deerfield), Eugster's (Stoughton), Busy Barns (Fort Atkinson), Sutter’s
Ridge (Mt. Horeb)

Activities:
Overture Center for the Arts: Kids in the Rotunda- Free kids music, entertainment,
& cultural shows Saturdays 9am & 1pm, Oct-March

Winter
Snow Play:
Sledding Hills in City of Madison

Snow Tubing:
Cascade Mountain (Portage), Tyrol Basin (Mt. Horeb)

Events:
Deforest Tree Lighting
Henry Vilas Zoo: Zoo Lights (Paid)
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https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/recreation
https://naturinginmadison.com/
https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/yaharariverfest
https://visitdowntownmadison.com/events/downtown-madison-family-halloween
https://www.henryvilaszoo.gov/halloween/
https://schustersfarm.com/
https://www.eugsters.com/
https://www.busybarnsfarm.com/
https://www.suttersridge.com/
https://www.suttersridge.com/
https://www.overture.org/engage/kids-in-the-rotunda/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/sleddinghill
https://www.cascademountain.com/snow-tubing-hours-rates/
https://tyrolbasin.com/tubing/
https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/index.asp?SEC=7DBD8F1C-7CED-4B97-9605-C451AB6A3F09&DE=48A70A9D-EF4C-4325-A749-DDC27BBA9C73
https://www.henryvilaszoo.gov/home/lights/


Indoor Play:
Madison Children’s Museum
Sun Prairie Children’s Museum
Urban Air (Jumperoo times for ages 5 and under)
Skyzone (Little Leapers ages 7 and under)
Wisco Kidz Place
Black Earth Children’s Museum
Waunakee Public Library, DeForest Public Library, Sun Prairie Public Library
West Towne Mall Play Area
Epic Campus- Verona WI- free, self guided tours, lots to see and space to move!

Spring
Family Hikes & Outdoor Experiences:
Governor’s Island (short, easy loop), UW Arboretum (gardens & trails), Olbrich
Gardens (free outdoor gardens), Lakeshore Nature Preserve (Picnic Point and
short trails), Aldo Leopold Nature Center (Monona, short trails), Pheasant Branch
Conservancy (Middleton)

Farmer’s Markets:
Madison, DeForest

Events:
Kids Building Wisconsin (May, McKee Park- Fitchburg) Register online in advance,
kids activities and construction trucks to see
Henry Vilas Zoo: Party for the Planet

Summer
Favorite Parks:
Sun Prairie Dream Park, Winnequah Park (Monona), McKee Park (Fitchburg),

Events:
Dane County Fair- Late July at Alliant Energy- Minimal fee for entry, see animals
and visit the “kids zone” for free activities
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https://madisonchildrensmuseum.org/
https://www.explorecm.org/
https://www.urbanair.com/wisconsin-madison/weekly-activities/
https://www.skyzone.com/madison/programs/little-leapers/
https://www.wiscokidzplace.com/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwlN6wBhCcARIsAKZvD5gaQXm4y4udu_daqJAjt6CvgqoEQM8wj8Wf-3K1HJqTavgcYDvqUjQaAjWKEALw_wcB
https://www.blackearthchildrensmuseum.org/
https://www.epic.com/visiting/
https://madisonmom.com/go-see-explore-governors-island/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/
https://www.olbrich.org/
https://www.olbrich.org/
https://lakeshorepreserve.wisc.edu/welcome-to-the-lakeshore-nature-preserve/
https://aldoleopoldnaturecenter.org/
https://pheasantbranch.org/
https://pheasantbranch.org/
https://dcfm.org/
https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/farmersmarket
https://www.kidsbuildingwi.org/
https://www.henryvilaszoo.gov/party-for-the-planet/
https://sunprairiedreampark.com/
https://www.mymonona.com/Facilities/Facility/Details/Winnequah-Park-Dream-Park-26
https://www.fitchburgwi.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/McKee-Farms-Park-6
https://www.danecountyfair.com/


Family Adventures
Bay Beach, Green Bay WI- Amusement Park with lots of rides for littles and low
cost tickets
Discovery Center- Rockford, IL- Children’s Museum with hands on activities to
explore
Discovery World- Milwaukee, WI - Children’s Museum
Milwaukee Zoo- Milwaukee, WI
Devil’s Lake State Park- Baraboo, WI- (paid admission) hiking, beach/lake
Donald County Park- easy flat hiking with natural springs (Mt. Horeb)
Indian Lake County Park- easy loop trails, and a hill with a view (Cross Plains)
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https://greenbaywi.gov/445/Bay-Beach
https://www.discoverycentermuseum.org/
https://discoveryworld.org/
https://milwaukeezoo.org/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/devilslake
https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/park/Donald
https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/park/IndianLake

